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 “He was one of the greatest figures of the 
Enlightenment and possibly the most 
important of British philosophers.”- Walter 
Kaufmann 

 “Empiricists today give full support to 
Hume’s position that factual knowledge 
cannot be deduced form a-priori 
premises.- B.A.G.Fuller 

 Here we will discuss the concept of 
causality given by David Hume. 





 The British empiricist philosopher David 
Hume was born at Edinburg in 1711. His 
entire philosophy of empiricism is to be 
found in his An Enquiry Concerning Human 
Understanding is to be written before he 
had reached  the age of 26. 

 Being rather abstruse it escaped attention in 
the beginning but it has an important place 
in modern philosophical literature. Its  
digression on political science and ethics 
are also of considerable importance. 
 



 David Hume developed his thoughts through a 
criticism of Berkley's theory  of knowledge. 
Berkeley conceives perception to be the 
essence of existence and therefore, does not 
admit the existence of any material substance 
outside the mind and its ideas.  

 Hume denied even the existence of mind 
because it is not subject of experience. He also 
analyses he nature of human knowledge and 
concludes that all our knowledge is based on 
perception. 



 Hume’s pure empiricism results in skepticism in 
philosophy.   Skepticism is the philosophy 
according to which the knowledge of the ultimate 
reality is impossible.  

 The skeptic is the philosopher who believes in 
the impossibility of  knowledge.  

 According to skepticism all knowledge is 
probable and particular. 

 Hume is known as a skeptic because he presents 
negative and skeptical conclusions regarding the 
capacity of human mindin the filed of philosophy. 



 In the field of science once finds a constant 
effort to establish the relation of cause and 
effect between any two phenomena. Relations 
between facts are  causal.  

 According to scientists, such relations are 
only possibilities, but accordingly to 
philosophers the relation of causality  is 
invariable.  

 Hume criticizes this philosophical theory of 
causality. 



 David Hume tried to find out  how we arrive 
at the knowledge of causality. He discovered 
the following possible alternatives: 

1. A-priori Reasoning: One method of arriving 
at the casual relation is by a-priori 
knowledge. 

2. Demonstration : The relation of causality 
cannot be demonstrated. 

3. Observation and Experience: The notion of 
causality is derived form experience and 
observation. 



1. Sensory experience does not establish the 
invariability of causal relations. 

2. Invariability of causality is proved by 
internal experience. 

3. The basis of causality is habit and custom. 
 Hume also investigates how different ideas 

becomes attached to each other. He brings 
in the law of association to explain this 
process. Like similarity and contiguity the 
laws of causation also are the result of 
association. 



 All judgments of causality are synthetic. Such 
judgments have the external relationship of 
subject and predicate, they bear no internal 
relation to each other. In other words, the 
predicate is not invariably assimilated in the 
subject.  

 Hence, in them effect is not inherent in the 
cause in such s manner that the effect could 
be deuced by examining the effect alone, 
particularly when the cause is not 
experienced  by the one who observes. 



 Hume disproves the philosophical conception 
of causality.  

 The knowledge of the cause provides 
unquestionable knowledge of the effect. 

 If we are aware of the relation of causality as 
it  exists between two objects, we can make 
statements concerning the behavior of 
subjects. 

 By analysis the  philosophical conception of 
cause and effect, Hume derived the following 
conclusions: 



 Here we studied the conception of causality  
established by David Hume with other conceptions. 
It is an important part of his philosophy. 
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